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Mr. WICK said : The friends and -.iilmirersof tlte great 
senator from South Carolina make it their boast that his 
"logic is always accurate, and his conchisions unanswera- 
ble. Those not his admirers answer tins claim of pre- 
eminence by re[nesenting that, althonirh it may be true 
that the argumentsand conclusions of the senator just 
named are irrefutable, it is also true that the secret of his 
perfect success may be found in the fact that he assumes 
"boldly— in other words, begs his itremises. Without 
pausing a moment to express an opinion of my own u\)qi\ 
this question, I desire to say that, for the reason last 
stated, the speech oF the honorable member, who has 
just adaressed the committee, is j)erfectly unanswerable. 
He has assumed facts to suit his inferences, and they 
(the inferences) drop as naturally from his assumptions 
as do the drops from the clouds. Sir, there is hut one 
way to respond to the honorable member ; and that is, a 
mode which ought to be avoided among gentlemen. I 
doubt not the honorable member is perfectly unaware 
that his assumed facts are merely the gatherings of the 
small whig presses for the last ten years, by him taken 
for granted, and condensed by his otherwise very fair 
mind, and produced as good as new in his estimation. 
Neither do I doubt that the honorable member is perfectly 
unaware that a majority of well-informed gentlemen in 
the country dispute the truth of thcnwst of his facts, and 
holilthe reisidue to be the very gross perversions of a 
party press, too insizniticant to have a character to pre- 
serve by an appearance of decency. 

I have obtained the floor, sir— a consummation often de- 
voutly wished for here— to speak. And to whom: To 
the country At this late hour, your reporters have all left 
the hall but one, and he is fast asleep. I do not believe 
that either time or inclination will stand me in stead 
to write out my hour's exercise. Therefore, I cannot 
imagine myself as speaking to the country. To the 
House .' I would willingly speak to the House, if it were 
here; but alack! where is the House.' Not here, cer- 
tainly ; nor, sir, is it wonderful that it is absent, under 
the circumstances. Whence, then, shall I derive inspi- 
ration? A thought strikes me ! I will .speak to the gal- 
leries, and draw inspiration from the galaxy of beauty 
and elegance which are there, throwing a halo of glo- 
ry around all within their sphere, and clothing this hall 
in the garniture of Paradise, 



That which I propose to say shall be partly apologetic^ 
])?A\\y erplanatorii, and partly denunciatory ; and I cau- 
tion my audience that V shall so mingle these elements, 
that it will require some attention to discriminate and ar- 
range my sentences under their appropriate heads. 

First, 1 make the amende honorable to the members of 
the whig side of this House. Some few weeks ago, I 
wrote a letter to an editor at home, and which has ap- 
pearciS in many places, representing that, by their votes, 
the allowance of three month.s' extra pay to the discharged 
ollicers and soldiers had probably been defeated ; and 1 pre- 
sume that the natural inference from my statements was, 
that such had been the intention of the votes alluded to. 
Herein I erred in judgment. Subsequent votes and 
events have develo{>ed the lact, that the honorable mem- 
bers did not intend to defeat the allowance of the three 
months' pay, but to force this (the democratic) side of 
the House to include in the same bill a provision for the 
retention of a numerous corps of officers, (for whose 
services there is no necessity, in the opinion of this side 
of the House,) at a heavy expense to the country. In 
this they were successful. They fastened the extra offi- 
cers to the extra three months' pay, in such a manner as 
to force us to lose the latter, unless we would also take 
the former. The three millions which the three months* 
pay took from the treasury, for the benefit of the vi'ar- 
worn soldier returning from his fields of glory and of 
Bullering, was to us as nothing. We thought of the gal- 
lant returned, and of the glorious dead ; and had it been 
ten millions, our votes were ready. But when we 
thought of the uncounted and only-to-be-guessed-at 
expenditure incident to the fastening to the army of a 
caudatory appendage, in the shape of a corps of officers, 
beyond the necessities of the .service, our hearts sickened 
at the thought of the horns of the dilemma between 
which we were forced to choose. We screwed our 
faith up to the sticking-point, and rather than lose the 
three months' pay, we swallowed the corps of unneces- 
.sary officers- 
Mr. COBB of Georgia. Not all of us. 
Mr. WICK. True, not all; but the most of us. I, 
for one, acknowledge that I took the dose most re. 
luctantly. If I erred, I hope my constituents will re- 
member the tribulations in which I became involved, 
in consec^uence oi having subjected myself to the ap- 
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pciranco of haviiii-' voli'd against llu' i^taat of liouiity 
iaml, ami tor'^ivi' na;. 

Sir, i wish to nialvO an a|i(ilojjy for Cnnuiriv^j*, It is 
said in tlio ooantrv that our si's.Hi(ins an^ lf)(» lont;, If it 
be so, the evil (aii^iit to he rt'iricdieil. lis (t.vaniiiie. 
Since the ori;;aiii/.aiioi\ of oiir ixovernniont, Connress has 
always adjoiiriHMl every alternate year on the same day— 
the third of March, A"t the lonir sessions, every alteriiate 
year, the I'.ay of ailjotiraineiit has varied niucii.'and, upon 
the whole, ihc sessions have u;radtially tieconie more and 
tiiori! CNtended, In l-^io, tlie day of adjournment was 
i\Iay 1st ; in ISl"!', it w;is :.'oth April; in I'^'.n, it was •..>(ilh 
I\Iay ; in 1^'in, iiwas.'ilst May; and in \-^\n, \\ was July 
)<Uli, and now it is Anixnst 1 Itli. This snuhial extension 
of the jieriod (d' every allernate sessiim is not v.-ilhout 
)j;ooil ciiiise in the tfarly days of onr national history, 
»>nr Sillies were le-<s ihan half their jiri'senl luimhe.r, aiid 
our pf>jmliUioii aliont oiie-i'oiirlh what it now is. Our 
national interests were lormerly few and simple. Now, 
they are diveisitied and comjilic'iited 'I'lieii, this House 
woiild order a pnldic docnineiit to he print(!il for the ii.'^e, 
of the nieinhers, ami two or tliree extra cojiies for dislri- 
hntion, whjcli each mfinlier wonid send to Iiis I'uvorite 
editors. No\v_, we order docmnents to he printed, nnd 
from lliirly to four iuindred exti;i copies to h(! furnished 
to each nn'mber. These he must frnnk, a,nd dir(!Cl to 
hi.s constitneiiey— !i work of mncli labor and time, 
occasioniiiii; much al).-^eiice of inomhers from the 
House, and con.-<e(]iK*nt ilelay of hiisiness. Then, 
editors lhr()!i'i;honl llie country published a few 
standard speeches for the inforiniuion of constitu- 
encies, and then few minnhers made speeches. Xow, 
every niemher who does not desiu! to make liis name 
ot)livious, make one, two, or three .speeches. The 
speeches are so numerous, tliat tlie newspaper press can- 
not pahlirili any considerable portion of tliein, and have 
alfamloned the practice almost entirely. It has irrown 
into an established usaire for a monihcr to publish liis 
speeches in i)amphlel form, and distribute the same 
anionic his con.stiiuents. To this end, he must writ", out 
his speeches, .superintend the printini;, (ny, :ind pay for it 
loo,) compnrc the proof-sheet.s, and when the little 
p.implUets have been enveloped, he mustuo to work and 
frank, and direct them, by the thou.-and and ten tlioa- 
sand; and, nfter nil, be fai^ilted for not sending out more 
ot| them. The onerous labor incident to this o|)eralion 
often occupies the attention of members while the House 
is in session; and confusion, and wiiste of time in calls 
of committees or of the House, is the necessary result. 
And not only this; hut he is exiiected to frank, direct, 
and send tens of thou.sands of s))eeclies and documents, 
besides his own .speeches and the documents furnished at 
tin; co.st of "-overnment. To accoinplish this, lie will sit 
at his desk in^ the hall franking and directim^, while a 
liiotion is made and stated, a resolution od'ered and read, 
or a bill or amendment reported by the Clerk; and when 
lie uiids a vote a!)OUt to be taken, he throws down his 
])en, perfectly unconscio\is of liie matter before the 
House, and of course calls for the reading of the j>roi)o- 
sition. Time is wasted in readiui^ it. So we go. 

Sir, forty years aj^o our predece.ssors came to this hall 
every day in full dress, at 12 o'clock, sat at their desks 
two or three hours without .shakins; the jiowder from 
their locks, nimpliii); the ruiUes which garnished their 
bo.soms, soilina; their finixers with ink, or compromisini;; 
their personal dignity. How different is it now ! So 
soon as the committees act upon the propositions before 
them, and bring the same before the House, or soon there- 
after, we chamre the hour of meeting to 11 o'clock, and 
afterwards to 10 a. m.; and we adjourn at various hours — 
generally from four to ten o'clock, ]). m. The mornings 
are occupied in writing letters, franking, and directing 
documents, &c., or in attendance upon the committees to 
which we belong. When the hour of meeting arrives, it 
finds us in the 'midst of a letter, or with a pile of docu- 
ments before us. These we despatch, and away for the 
Capitol— at what, in Indiana, we call a long lope— not in 
tull dress,, by any rneans. Were a stranger to meet one 
ot on tht> way.'he would take him for a messenger, de- 



sjialidii'd for a physician or midwife, or an errand-boy --just 
escaped from contact with the loe of his cmplover's hoot. 
Such i.'!» tlie iil'e of an M, C, now, as compared willi that 
of our predecessors of forty or fifty yeiir.s a<io. .And 
the worsl of it is, that (hough tliu l)ills"to be fooled have 
increased in a gi'ometrical ratio, there luis been no cor- 
rt'-ipoiideiil increase in the mileage aiul per diem, ^'ot 
who Complains.' Xol I. lam content, All I iiave to 
say is, that 1 think our constituents ought to be content, 
and, so far as they are cogni,<ant of tlie circumstances and 
change-; to which I liave alluded, ( doubt not they are so, 

I must in)W proceed to denounce a lierijsy, which is 
m(M'e frf juenlly iiroclainuid by men wlin believe it not, 
than by tho.si; who honestly think as thi-y .say. I'(jlilical 
writers and -fpeakcrs of a certain _ stamji, in most of the 
iKirtliern Slates, Imvi' Indd forth tiie idea that the actual 
oiijfMM of the aiiiii'vation (d' Te.vas was to increase the 
power or iiilhicnce of the shivebolding StaUis in the gov- 
ernment. [Here a whig jneinher desired Mr. W, to yield 
the lloor, and lu' would furnish him with pretty 2;ood de- 
mocratic iinlhority t'or that idea— holding up'what was 
ludie.ved (o be an old number of iho Ohio Statesman. Mr. 
Wicic declined to yield the floor, but said : All ! yes, in- 
dei'd, some of our democratic friends did lake (hat view 
of the subject at first, before they understood public 
opinion at the south, west, and north. They soon found 
their erior, as to both, to he extreme. It was but a 
whisk of the brush of the fo.K of l.indenwald. Now it 
W(nild not change tlie feelings and course of that true- 
hearlei! man and bold democrat, Sam. Medary.] 

Sir, {said Mr. \V.) it was no calculation about nortli- 
era or southern ascendency wliich made the annexation 
of 'IV.xas a desideratum with the majority of the Ameri- 
can people. This is emiihatically true as to my con- 
,«tiiuency. The convention which nominated me to the 
candidacy — resulting in my now being here — as demo- 
crats always do on sucli occasions, adoi)ted a set of res- 
olutions. I (luote one of them : 

'''lii'Mdvfd, Thnt. we know no North, and no Soutli,1jiu tiio 

lltlioii ot" .S[iit(;.-5.'' 

Such is the snb.stance. What matters it to them 
which or what section of the Union has the ascendency 
in pf)int of numbers, provided that tlie Union is preserved 
entire, and the government controlled by correct princi- 
ples? When they look into the history of the country, 
they find that the Father of his Country was a .slave- 
liolder ; and that, though he regretted the "introduction of 
slavery into this country, and held it as a moral and so- 
cial evil, yet, in his Farewell Address — his last legacy 
to his countrymen — he warned us against sectional di- 
visions and jealousies. He made no exception of jeal- 
ousy, because of an apprehended ascendency cd" free or 
slave Stales. Again: they find that Jeflerson, tlioui;h 
disapproving of slavery in the abstract, condemned in 
the most pointed laniruiige the Missouri Compromise, as 
aggressive anil unjust to the slave States. Again: they 
read .iacksun's Farev»'cll A.ddres.s to them, and they liiul 
the same warning against sectional divisions and jeal- 
ousies which burst from the tomb of Washington. 
Again : they remember that it was the hand of a shive- 
holder which grappled with that monster of corruption, 
the United States Bank, and strangled it to death. They 
remember that, in that struggle, he was sustained by the 
southern democracy. They lake knowledge, too, oi the 
fact that the southern Slates were the hrst and most 
prominent advocates of the free trade, in which they ba.se 
their present prosperity. On the other hand, they re- 
member the north as it was in the days of the revolution; 
they take knowledge of northern progress in the arts, 
sciences, and morals ; they receive nearly all their mis- 
sionaries, doctors, lawyers, and editors from the northern 
States. How, then, should they know a north, or a 
•south, or support either in a struggle for ascendency 
Thev will not. Sir, in advocating the annexation ol 
Texas, they had one predominating motive— the sympa- 
tliy inspired by feeling of kindred and heaven-born char- 
ity. Our brethren had gone to Texas, and settled there 
in' good faith, expecting a continuance of the Mexican 



RnvonimpiU fis it thru \va«. ]\lilii!ivy rovolininn nvor- 
IiiiiukI iIk; Moviciui fodrralivo .systoin, oiii' hrotlircii 
wm> sliorii of their rii;l)l,s. Km; ten thdiiMiiid timns the. 
cdiiso wliich iii(hifio.(l oiir rcvohilioii, they rcvithilinni/cd 
iiiiil iiKidc fhcmsidvos a nulidii. To scciin! Ihcnsfdvcs 
UL'iiinsi tlinsili'iiud MeNicnn iii^'-nxission, imd lo irnitii'y 
ihi' loii'iinics of their hiiart.s for itolitiriil iissooialion 
with th(.iir falherhiiul, thoy Hoiii^hl adini.'r.-ioii intolho 
Union. Our ptjoplc were told lluit to receive lliom, 
would induce war with Mexico. They recited noi. 
Had our T(',\'!in brethren liccn in tlie wrouii', lliey would 
iiave riiceivcd theni al all hazards, I'ut iis'they'wi.'re in 
th(! ri;ji;hl, our pciMih; stretched forth their arirn I'o receive 
lluMii, and lookeil iip al the racks on which huuij tlirir 
rides. Sneli is charity in the west. Tlicre may he else- 
wheri! a ^^'as'Mlin'.l,' (d" the charity wiiich licvins at linnic, 
counts the. cost of relievinaj a I)rothi.'r in the hour of liis 
peril, or calculates ))olitical halances. If .so, it is n:)t the 
chuiity which Christ liiu,t?ht and lived. Acconliaj; to the 
Divine codt;, it is sellishness, the relm'ifui of hell. 

'I'lu^ iH'xt thin;^' in order i.s to respond lo the cri!ici-;ni,« 
which liave Iwv.n uttered upon this iloiu", :ind rcilera'cd 
everywl)er(! in reference lo the march oi the army froai 
the .Nueces U) the Ilio Grande. I will so .state ui\' preiu- 
ises that no one will controvert them. Texas "was ad- 
U'lilted into tiie Union of Stales, and, in virtue of sucdi 
.uimission, her boundary was the bourne of tin; Union. 
By an act of her leiri.shilurc, jiassed belore admi.ssion, the 
Hio (.iraniie was declared to be her boundary. Hy the 
terins of her admission, that boundary lieeume suhicct to 
revision and alieralion hy treaty heUvecn tlu^ l.'nited 
Slates and Me.Kico, f/(i;/ no/ othcrwisn. No act of Con- 
prres.s could .substitute a boundary other than the liio 
Grande. No treaty was made alterin'j; the boundary. 
Me.xican funcUonariesdenounced war, not upon condition 
that our army should move to the liio (Irande, hut hc- 
cau.se Mexico claimed all Texas to iheSabinf!. Me.vican 
armies marched to the J\io (irande, cro.-^sed it, ;infl threat- 
ened our. encampment on the Nueces. Tlui President 
was under oath "to execute the laws." He found a hr-v 
of Texas delinin'.^ the Rio (Jrande as the boundary of 
that State. It was not counteracted by any other law, 
or hy_ treaty. He marciieii the army to the" Rio firande 
to deienil the boundary of the Unir)n!! a'* delined by ihe 
only law in e.vistence'on the .-suiijcct, except the iVlevi- 
can laws, which delined tlu; Sailine as liie bouiidarv, 
and Texas as Mexican property. I'json this action of 
the President you have criticised, l^ut have any of you 
told what you would have done in his jilace.^' VVtiuld 
you have assumed, without law, that the Nueces was 
the boundary ? Would you have recognised the law wf 
Mexico as obligatory, and so have defended the Sabine, 
and left Texas a prey to Mexico.' Or would you have 
defeudeil the liio Grande boundary.' Answer, f pray 
you, in chancery style — not by evasions and equivoca- 
tions, but directly, "yes" or "mo." You never have so 
answered, nor will you ever. 

So, too, acconlinc; to the law of icxas, Santa Fc witli 
its dependonc!e.s was within the State of Texas. The 
President found it occupied by the cneuty. He marciied 
an army, and took posses.sion of it. Would you have 
done so.= Or would you have preferred the laws of 
Mexico to the law of Texas.' Havintr taken i)o.s.scssion 
of Santa Fe, and tiudina; no American or "J'exan <?overn- 
inent, or laws in operation, the President e.stabli.shed a 
government of a temporary character. Would you luive' 
done the .same, or otherwise .' aiul if otherwise, how 
Answer, 1 pray you, in chancery style. Disclose your 
ideas on this point for our enlightenment. V'erilv he is 
no statesman, but merely a court-yard politician", who 
linds fault with other men's doings, without showing 
what ought to have been done. 

Take notice, [ am now about to plunge into the apolo- 
getic. The other day, the honorable member from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Stkwart] ma<le,a speech which I have 
since found in pamphlet form, and whicli, judging from 
the se>;ns about our foiding-roorn, has been sent under 
the frank of members of Conirress to all quarter- of ib.:' 
Uniic(i States. I find in thiit'spccch, ad printed, that 



GiV) fir-s IS reiirpscnied lo have been fni umm] v !;iivevniM' 
of .Miehiu'au. Tiitc. Mind it, ni'iremer, .-iMied in Ibat 
Hpeei'li, thai while Gen. ( 'a ■is \v,n a-< alDre.sind ivnv • 
(iinor of Micliig;m, he, the said Cass, cbar;!;ed ihe g'lV.- 
ernmput with laru'c sutns of money inr "e/7/'«/ sw/<i/'//," 
which Were aclually paid lo him'. Oa examiuin',' 'ibe. 
records, I lin 1 that no such (diariic was ever made hy 
(riuieral Giiss. The wi u'ds " /vr'(V/, >'■)/(/.;•//'' are iioi to 
he l'ound_ in General Cass's accounts," nor on th.^ 
boftks of tlu! proper department. Nmv, how doe,H 
this haiipen .' We all know the high clia.racter in the 
country of the hoiioralde member. He is a member of 
('onuress, luid they ought to be inlinitely aliove wilfully 
misstating fads. It would be al once uncharitable anil 
unp'ulia.meulary for any <iue, to say iIk; contrary. Pie^ 
sid(v, a._ near ludgbbor of the, liDiiorable nr-miier — one. 
Ojihf— did once, on ihi.s Ihior. com nil just such a blunder. 
He oblaiiu'.d from the deiiarlment a sl.iieauuit of iill (he 
e\|i,-nditures I'or furniture for tlu; Piesidenrs Ihuise fiom 
thii (M'lraui/.ation of the governmeni lul 1-3 in, und ,sri wovi* 
them into lii.s speeidi as to have it apjiear tlial the enlin; 
amount had been e.vpewde l by tin; then President , (U' to 
furni.sh the houstj for him. Tiau!, v.diich proves all 
tbiturs, br ought the truth of this mailer before the Anntr- 
iean people. Generally, they coubl not command tin' 
chaiity to beli(!ve that Ogle in.ado a. mistake, for he was 
ci»rrected here, on this door iiy a /;•»/,/// honorable mem- 
ber of his own jiiirty, and. cautioned of tlu; consetiuences 
to his rrputalion. He |iersi,steil, uotwitlislandinj;. and 
nol only made his sjieech, but h.ad it printed and jiuijlisli- 
ed withoi;' cerrcclion. i""'f)r a, time, il pa,ssed current as 
truth. Wbeu the gross falsidiood of his slaiemonts cau)e 
to be under^too'l, his jninled .speech was known by the. 
so!)ri(iiiet of "(.)gle"s budget of lies." Oile iliud, and il 
is to be hoped that the l/'rd had "mercy on his soul 
but as for his memory, it. is daani"i! —intensely. I am 
very sure thai tin; honorablo member from Pennsylva- 
tiia[.Mr. Sri'.w.virrJ do(!s not ii\tentl deliberately to" .sub- 
ject his name to a like repro.ach : and, therefore, I infer 
that he fell into tills vijry great error under the inlhience 
of some .sort of lialluciiialion incident to very great minds 
and precficious n-eniuses. It is a quality of such to disre- 
irard trilles. Now, sir, I find, on exa'nination, that 
thoti'ib ( Jeneral Ca.ss never (dlber cliarsred or received 
pay for any such an item as "extra, salary," and that 
lliouiih in pt)inl of fact his .suhiry was neither more nor 
le.'ss than ;i certain tixed aiul reasonable sum ; yet it is 
true that, as superintendent of Indian atfiiirs, lo "prf)mole 
iieace with the Indian tribes, he madf- tnany pre.-ents to 
Indian cbiets ami head men, and expended sums in their 
entertainment at Detroit when there on a visit to him, as 
the representative of their great father, the l'resident,&c , 
&.C.; which |iresents and kindness were the more neces- 
sary, because of the immediate contiguity of the Indian 
tribes to Canada, and their consequent intercourse with 
British traders and agents. I find that, for these thinirs, 
and other.s of a like kind, he made certain charges, which 
v>-ere found rea?onnb|p by the proper accounting ofiicers, 
and alloweil. I ab-^o linii thai he (General Ca.ss) fre- 
quently acted as a comuiLssioner lo hobt ncgniiatinus and 
make treaties with Indian tribes, and, in so doing, maile 
many long journeys, and encountered much exj)ense. 
Tbe.sc items he cbarired for; and his accounts bein;; rea- 
sonable, they Were allowed by the proper olhcer. These 
accounts till some pages of manuscripl, and might easily 
be cojiied fairly ; but the honorable member, under the 
influence of the hallucination aforesaid, run his eye 
over the pages, and, as he had gone to the books lo 
tind "extra salary," there it was before his eyes ; the saiil 
hallucination causing him to condense entire senlence-s 
and pages into the.se two words— "extra salary." In a 
subsequent speech, the honorable member has," perhaps, 
to some small, but not to any considerable extent, set the 
matter right. To be .sure, hundreds of honest men may 
read his first speech, and believe that Gen. Cass received 
"extra .salary ;" but then the .'^econd speecii will prove to 
some future whig Presiden;, that the honorable member 
has recQverpd from hi:s hailucin.-i;ion, and tiiat he_ is so 
far able to read writing aaJ cipticr, on u second trial, as 
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fo be fairly rpialifiod for a clcrksliip in tlifj Trc.T^iiry Dc- 
|)Hrtin('iit, 

l_ propo.'^c to (liroct my atknitioii to the proivHitinns 
whicii linvo hycn, or unw nn\ |t«i)(iiii'j; hcl'ni't! Cniv^rcs^ 
for llie orii'iiniziitiiin of llit! Tcrnlorit's of Oniiron, Ciili- 
fornia.and New Mexico; and, in counoxidii svitli tlio 
fliil)jo(:t of tli(.'iii, to say a few tliiiiss "aiiolo'^'clic," "cv- 
Iilanatory," and, mayl'i!i|t, a iittlu "iloiiniiciatory," and 
tliiif* coiifsiimt! my stiiited hour. 

_tl i.s, or oiiirlit to ho, widl known, that inv favorito 
frinciiij*!, in rt'lorcncc to thn f)rij;fini/iition of 'rcrriliiri(;s, 
IS, to Icavi! their local Icu'islatiire.s to settle all mailers of 
mciim and lunm, of perscjiia! riirhls, und trcneiaiiy all 
)?iw,s 0'' a iniinicipal nature. My roason.s for thi.-< prefer- 
ence hiivc h(!(!M ij;iveii heretofore' y\moiiir the most prom- 
inent, i.s a retrard to ihe coM.stitutioii ot the llniled Sciies, 
which, in my humhie opinion, has iiol vested Compress 
with the rigitt to lei^islate for the. Torrilorios, fiirtlier 
than to extend the oonstilution and laws of the (Jniteil 
Slate.s over them. Were the people of the Territo. 
rie.s to insist upon it, I am persuaded they have a riuhl 
to adopt their own oiptnic law, as well as all other 
laws— not inconsistent, howover, with the consliuilion 
and laws of the United Stales— and to elect their own 
oflicers. The ori;anic law which C'onsrress itdojits or 
prescrihes for thein, I coiisi(|er as noi, o!)iii:;i,tory upon 
• horn, until they may signify their assent fo it !)V^lc!in:^ 
m accordance with it, or otherwise. 'I'lieir 'ollicer.s 
they are ever wiilinu: .should he ap[)ointed by thir; i?ov(M-n- 
iiieiit, in con.«ideration of the payment of thodr salaries; 
the people of tlie Territorits beintr, w.thout exception, 
very destitute of currency ami means. (.'oiKseqncnily 
there has never been any hesitalion on the part ot the 
j>eoi)lo of the territories about accoptiii'.; of such oriranic 
laws as we propo.se to them. Their necessities and ile- 
fencele.ssiie.s.s lead them !o ai-cede to sncli terms us we 
may propose, but would in ilre ;iny siriii:i-en -v au our 
part the more shtiirielcss and inexcti-sable. To" this my 
favorite plan it is objected, that we, as u-ii;irdians m' the 
Territories, ou^ht to provide, in the ori^'aiiio laws which 
we present or iire.scriiie to them, aiuinsi ilie praciiou of 
certain things contrary to jiul) ic or private moraJs. I 
have never heard ii proposed to prohildl !j;a;ni)!in^ or 
drutikeiuic.s.s, or to le^-isla'e for tiiem on the siibjecl of 
matters having rebition to private riijht or personal rela- 
tion, except on tlie .subject of .slavcholdini^. 'i'lii.s bt!in>r 
a sin, or social evil, which we of the free States are free 
froiTi, (happily, as we think,) we are in no dan- 
ger of hillinsi; ourselves, or any inliucntial constituent, 
a rap over the sconce by leijisiating a-^jiinst it. On the 
contrary, our consiituents beini^ opposed to it ii\ their 
feelings, we find it extremely convenient to recommeml 
ourselves to their favor by taking the matter in hand, to 
provide iigainst its possible existence in a territory. I 
have found myself, under the influence of these consid- 
erations, almost ready, at times, to ,«ct aside fh.-j constitu- 
tion upon a point of moral consideration; upon whicli 
Tioint then; is but one opinion ainong tho.se I represent. 
1 can jiLStify such a vole iinder tlie inliueucc of a strons^ 
necessity. I vote-il for tlie comprnmi.sH iiijl., tlinnirj, it 
contained a clause stringently restricting the legislative 
power of two of the territories. I did so, becaii.se I .siw 
almost, if not quite, insurmountable harriers to the or- 
ganization of tho.se territories, owing to the existence of 
strange, aiul to me incomprehcnsihle, diversities of opinion 
here and in the Senate. For the .s;imo rea.-on. i voted for 
the bill to organize the Territory of Oregon, with ihi! en- 
tire (.1 believe) ordinance of nS7 incorporated in its pro- 
visions; am!, for the .same reason, should the Senate 
amend it by inserting the words, inasmuch as the .same 
«s north of latitude rtii^ .'iO'," or almost any other wor^ls 
ol meaning, or no meaning, it will still receive my sup- 
port, 'fhe position of tho.-<e territoii;;s. and the condition 
01 their people, are pilialiie. So far as my vote troes, 
they inu.it de organized and protected. 

I have MO desire to extend the area of slavery : yet 1 will 
not wiiiiiiidd my vote from a territorial bilf, because it 
dues or iloes not prohibit the existence of slavers' in the 
ti.»att>fy to be org.iiUiici. Indeed, nut on!> because of 
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the constitutional qiiostion, bul_ tiUo because I boliovo no 
bill can piLss both hous(!s organizing a Territory and p,)'*!- 
tively re.«!ricling the e.vi.stencu of slavery Iherein, for the 
reason of ii determination of manv iim.mlier.i of bolh 
[((Mises not to tolerate. legislali(Mi which they think iini!- 
(pml and invidioii.s, and may prejudice, if not linally cut 
oil', a right which they claim iit'ider the coi\sliiutio"n, of 
. emigialiiig to new Territories without forfeit! n.'j; .slaves, 
J have coiHtautly voted against all restrictions of that or 
any olluu' similar l.'ind. Vet am I always ri-ady to vote 
tor a bill orgaiii^;iiJg any Territory with .such restriction, 
i hrdd this to he no hard.shi|» to any (me but myself; tor 
if the constitution secures the right" alluded to, oitr legis- 
lation cannot cut it oil', hut will 111! decided void by the 
judiciary, The constitution executes itself. 

1 have saiil tliat I disapprove of reslricling Territorial 
lejislaiures, even on the subject of slavery. I am so, be- 
cause I deem such reslriclioii an invasion' of the ri!.'.hl of 
sidi-govemineiH (»f the peojilc; of tlu; Territories, inherent 
in tlrim, and having the right to e.verci.'^e il.self the moiminl 
they i>ecome a social body by organization, lint some in- 
si.st that we ought to restrict the Terrilrjries a'j;:tinsl this 
groat evil. They in.sist on making ai\ evceplion of il. The 
iirea.tnos> of the evil does not, in my humble opinion, 
chancre the rule of constitutif)nal construciion, nor adil to 
the powers or duties of this governmetU, nor diminish Ihe 
powers or rights of the people of the Territories. Tiursi! 
who insist that lliey will he. morally guilty if they give 
their vote;* to oriianize a Territory, withoiit thf; re.-iric- 
tion, forget that thtiV are alFecting an altriltutc in refer- 
ence to the prevention of evil which God himsidf has 
never a.ssmned. In his very nature. He is 0|tpo.sed to all 
evil. Vet he has made us, placed us in a iH)sition wheri; 
a thousand alluien)cnls to evil beset us, and so slmpeii 
our na.tures that we do, unil'ormly, more or le.ss, yield to 
the allurements l.iy the actual commission of :iu;ncrons 
acts of wickeilness. In addition to this, he endowi'd us 
with free awncv. So you will give organization to a 
'i'erritory — give it existence — but, poor mi.ser;ilile sinner.-i 
though you be. you must, i(n' cnnscicnce sukc, not leave- it a 
free agent! Vou alTecl to be more stringently riiili!eou-= 
than is (Jod ! Is lie the author of your sins, heeausi; he 
endowed you with free agency.' Would you be the au- 
thor of evils in Territories, })ocause you fail to provide 
against them in the laws by which you give them exi,st- 
enr.e, and so leave thoiri to iheir free aiicncy ? 

I cannot bet'.er illustrate this subject than to retrjind you 
of what all here know, that, in view of the dilliculties 
in the way of the pas.sage of any law for the organiza- 
tion of anyone or more of the Territories, the "subject 
was in the Senate referred to a select committee of able 
and patriotic senators; which committee reported a bill 
giving Oregon a full, and, in most respects, unrestricteil 
goyernmcnt. Oa the subject of slavery there was Jio re- 
striction, except that already imposed by the provisional 
goveriunent formed, in their necessity creali.-d byoiir vt;ry 
shameful neglect for two years past. The bill lesiricted 
(he Teri'iti irio* i>f California and Now Me .xico friji.'! legis- 
lation on the subject td' slavery. I objected to this reslnc- 
tjoii only upon constitutional (rroi.inds; ami as few of liie 
peojdc of iho.se Territories are American eiti/ens, 1 had 
the less objection on that account. Let me give a history 
of the origin of that bill. For .some time past, some of 
the members of Congress from the .soutlierti S'ates have 
insisted that, under the con.-stitution of the Liniled Slates, 
the peo;)le of those States have a right to emigrate to ;iny 
of the Territories without forfeiting their slaves. During 
the present .session, il lias Sijemed as if most or many of 
the southern members had come to that conclusion. If 
any dissented, they could not but be aware that no law 
could ever pass Conirress for the establishment of slavery 
in a territory or elsewhere. No reiiresenl.itive from a fret; 
State can ever vote for such a law ; and the free States, 
have a majority Oil this lloor, and always wiil have it 
Hence such ili.ssenlers frum the common .<oullu-rii opin- 
ion, if any there were, coulii not fail to see liial, unless the 
constitution should sustain them.no law ever would; 
and that, consetiuenily, to submit the question to the 
operalions of the coutiUtutioa, in the hanuo of th.: jv.di- 
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cinry, was tlinbost t,hcy cniiltl rlo, On tho other hand, the 
iTU'.intuTs of Coii<^r(i,ss fmn) the northern Slalcfl—wliis.M, 
(Idiriociat.s, almrnionists, anil hainhnrntii's, as well [ia \\n: 
jircs.s anil leailini^- pdlilicians, |it)ilanilir()|iist^, , &c,.— 
had as Cfiustantly and cariu'stly insis!i;d that, inasiniicli 
as slav('-li(»ldint; isaitain.tt natural law, it cjinnnt exist in 
;Miy terrilory nnsiistainod hv |iosiliv(! law, and that thfrc 
is Molhini; of the kind in 'the o.onslltntion of thii United 
JStales. Thuy had moreover insisted that, under the eon- 
(*titutioii, C(tnirress has no [lower toosiahlish slaverv anv- 
jvhere. Inihiijd, \ Ixdieve that, on this lasi point, all nu'-n 
froni .'ill s(!ctions airree, A nKMnlicr of this llonsc, r(!|ir(!- 
fcntinii a northern .State, wlr.i had ne\'cr resided in a 
slave Sl!ite,'who, when hcfonnd hiniscdf. hy the acfiilcnl 
ot descent, the owner of slave property of viihie siiiliciniil 
to have released him from iK-cnniary emharrassmeni, 
(now ha))|ii|y rcnuived,) emancipated the same, la eaiisi; 
thiit, he.inu; tlu; iiihahilant of a free .Smie, he could 
iHit appropriately discharirti tlu; tinties which a master 
owes to his servant, and tor other re.isons—wlio had 
.sjiont niiihts ahnost sleepliiss, revolviie^ in his mind 
how some plan could !)(• dcviMid tf) which a ma- 
jority of each h.-juse of Conu'res'i would behronnht to as- 
sent tor the ortjanizalio!! of the Territories, at last came to 
the conclusion', that if all the profe.ssioas and declaralioos 
altovc mentioned were sincere, llune would lie no dillicnlty 
in passinic a hill fctr the oriranization of tlie Territories, 
leaviiiu; llie rij;ht of slavidioldinj therein to he tested hv 
lh(i coii.'siiiiiiioti, as adjudicated by the jndiciarv of the 
Territories and the Sujireme Court of tlie IJiiitiMl Slates. 
He therefore mentioneil his plan to several members, and 
jiiiiilly penned ;i sketch of it, which went out of his hands. 
1 his was het'ore the commitloo h) consider of the sulijec! 
was appointed hy \lie Senate. In that conunittee, it is 
Known that the hill was prepared, ami jiroposed hv a 
norlliern senator. Hence it is a northern propd.-iition tor 
tlie setilement of a weak and silly aherciillon. void of reiil 
interest, e.vcepl to little minis filled with ieaJousy, ;n\d 
to little men desuvMis of occ;i-if)n to addro,-is themselves to 
the local feeling's of locnl conslituencies. The hill |.;iss- 
ed the i^ennte, and In the tloii.se it was defeated. I low 
F">eleated ? Why !md not evervbodv insisted that tlnu-on- 
^•i!tution favored their pnriicular views.' And did not 
the bdl leave the rjucslion to be settled hv the consiiiu- 
tion .= Even .so, 

A deep re.sponsihility rests somewhere, ff we lonk 
at the vote, we find ih.at everv southern democrat voted 
tor the bill. N'othinir therefore lies :ii iheir door. They 
have proveil themselves to have been sincere in their 
}iasl professions of rtdiance upon the constitution, or 
at least of a willini;ness to submit their interests to 
be datermmed by it, and have, moreover, evinced 
an ardent desire to settle this ve.sed and troublesome 
question. The northern democr.atic members, who in 
^ood faith voted for tht! bill, are in the t- ime cateiiiory. 
But how is it \.vi;U you who defeated the bill? J know 
some of yun represent constituencies who are not content 
unless yon vote aijaiiist eveiytbinif on the .snhj^ct e.vci^jit 
the Wilmot I'rovi.so. They, loo, claim that the constiui- 
tion sec"U-es the Territories u^rjiin.st the nd vent nf shivery. 
If so, wliat do they want of an act of Congress? To 
!;treni,'then the constitution? Sir,, there is not a county 
court lawyer in the State of Indiana who does not know 
that the constitulion is the supreme law of the land, and 
cannot be arrested by an act of Coulm-css. if, then.tlw; 
constitulioi) plants .slavery in the new Territories, your 
lei.Msl.ation cannot preveiit il froiu ^oini!: there ; and/v/tv 
■versa, if the consiitiition docs not plant slavery in the 
Territories, it will never he there till some law aulhori/.e 
it. VVe all know that there is no dau'^er of such a law 
pas.-ini,r tliis Hou.se. The bill of which 1 am sfieakiuir 
lifohil)ited the Territorial lei,n.s|atui-es from establi.-tiini: 
slavery. Mow, then, could it <ret there. uii!e.ss tiie con- 
stitution carry it there? Aiid'if that be so, how will 
yoM prevent it? Hv act of C(»ni.'ress. which will he 
It'ti-iiiinatelydochireii voiil ? Hah: 1 am sick of silline-s : 
I know that a vote in favor of tho bill ini'^-ht have csst 
you some e.\piaiuitio:is: but I cinnot l)plievo that t'lere 
i;i a Loustitucncy iri the United States who wouid u.-k 
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ihcii; rfpre.^Gntativp herrt to vote for a law for the puv;)0SR 
of either lepetilini,' or slrensthoninu; the consliluiion ! ! ! ! 
1 tmtch fetir llnii some deinocratic. northern members, 
who volcd ai,'ain.si the hill, have sacriliced (le«ply at an 
nnholy shrine. 

As for the whiij; meiiib(>rs fiotn the northm-n States, 1 
h(!liev»! thev have been pretty consi.sient. They have for 
years mostly succumbed to the lhreatenint,'s of lui instinct 
which they have despi.sed, tind iire lost mi untati;?lement. 
with it beyond the hope of recujieration. What is tli!-, 
constitulion, compared wiih the behests of I'aiuiticism, 
rejoicing in ftny opportunity to 

" Alone Coi it is inelined to, 
liy (lMiniiiii'„' tiio-ic it lias no niiiul to !" 

They all voted against th(! bill. 

How is it with (he whiii members from sonthm'n States 
who voted aiiainst the bill : Vo\i very W(dl know that 
no tiorthern member will ever vote foi' any law iiuthor- 
i/.iiii^ slave.ry in the Ttu'ritories by its enactments. Mow, 
then, can ,vou ever hope lor ;inythini,' better than tlie bill 
of which I am speakiiii!;, which left you and your con- 
stituents the means of llndine; your cimslittilional ri..;hts, 
if any you have under it? IXi you better like the free 
a'Jiency plan; or is that unacceptable to you, because it 
oriiiinated with (leneral Ca.ss? if y(n"i like it, why 
did you not propose it ? The most of the Ca.ss men 
WMuid have cone with you lor it. It diflers little from 
the bill I am .speakini^ of, and would suit me better. 
Come! propose it, and 1 will give you the best as.-jistance 
in my power. Have yon a secret undersiandint; with 
northern whiles, that after General Taylor is elected 
I'resiileiit, they will vote for a law placing you on ^stron- 
tier grounds than the constitulion places you ? If you 
have, yon will do well to t;ike their bonds; for, be as- 
Mired, lluiy dare do anylhinn" but that, or "rush upon the 
thick bo.sses of Jehovah's buckler." I5ut how am 1 
lalkini^? 'i'he day svill never come for the fulfilment of 
the pledge which i .am supposing-, by way of ileridin;.; you 
in courle.<y. Vim have lost tin: opjiorlunity o^' securing 
for the soiilh the adjustment of this (luestioiMijion the 
terms of the constiiution, and of seciirini; it t'oreve*' 
aiiaiiisl the aggressions and launis incident to northern 
agitation of the slave (lueslion. Vcni have preferred to 
leave the ijuestion open, in hopes th.al northern whigs, 
abolitionists, and barnburners may, by its use, gain ad- 
v.'intages over democrats. Upon your own heads, and 
l.'iose of your constituents, be the c:)ii.scfjiiencc.s. 

What I have .said to northern democrats, has been in- 
tended (or those of you who feel constrained by the will 
of your constituents to vote against territorial bills not 
containitig the Wihnot Provi.so or its eiiuivalenl, but 
who. nevertheless, support regular nominations. I wish 
not to wound your feelings, and will not do so intention- 
ally. 'I'hat your constituents should instruct you to vote 
for the Proviso, is not .so very sur()ri«ing. lint th.at they 
stiould instruct you to vole against bills organizing the 
Territories, without the Proviso, is, I must confers, aston- 
ishing. I pray you lay the matter truly before Uiein, and ■ 
then, if they tell you to rather lo.-^e the Territories than to ' 
con-sent to their organizalion uj)o!i the principles of free 
.agency, or of leaving the matter to the coiLstitiilion, — all I 
can say is, that they are (jueer constituencies, but liiat 
they <Might to be obeyed. 

There is another class, claiming to be democrats, but 
acting under a separate organization, and who, .as if it 
were [»ossiiile to serve God and .Mammon, give not their 
sup|)ort, but their denunciations, to the regularly nomi- 
nated candidates of the party. They are commonly call- 
ed barnburners. They have contributed, by their votes, 
to det'eat the bill I am speaking of, and to make chaos of 
everything having a bearing iiiion the interests of the 
democratic party. I pr.ay you, gentlemen, understand 
yourselves, and know thai you are understood. l.>o 
you suppose the worbi will give creilcnce for charity 
"tsiwards men of color, or towards laboring white 
men, to the leaders of your taction, v.iio are known 
to habitually blasphemf; the name of ih.eir Maker- 
in comrnai'i coiivcc-jauonj and tvcn in conxaponucnce 



bv letter? Do ynu cxppct tnaiikitid to eivn credit for 
cicviilcd niotivo tn t-'Jimlilnrrt in stocl<s, ami tipoii cloc- 
tion?*, who will insirncl tluiir tool,-* how to come, il over 
prociihonis in !i stock siil(>, or to tret ii sure, olcc lion hcl 
with !in unin(olliif(!nt person c.vcitcl hy rt'cctit iillond- 
ance Hi a politiciil inei^iing ?' Or to it, nintint; h\ iMfritc. 
of fi banker, who, in the.sune letter, inoitrii.s tlie 'w:r,il of 
''fitotfil prearJiini.^,'' nnd -ddviw^. n [ilol liow to dcceivn 
ihfc inihlic, ami Individual!*, as to llu! trno .stiite of his 
bank, ami to lull them into security, that so lii.'S iiii.tera- 
M(! ra;j;s may pass (Mirrenf till thu tinif shall come for his 
hank to^ make a splendid hurst.' Have your irias.se.'i in 
Now Vork roallv her.ome so corrupt as to riin after such 
tUinkint: lisl) .> Verily, some of us understaml vou well. 
And, to convince yoii of this, I will explain : (t is with 
the harnliurnin'.; portion of Nuw N'ork very much as it 
was with Ma-'.suiliust'tts at an early day in our political 
lii.story. Massachusetts haviti;; c()ntrihul<!d i;reatly to 
proiiuco the IJovoliilion, seemed to imairine thai she 
would, therefore, as a matter of course, take the 
load of otluM- States in the; control of national af- 
fairs. It turned out, ho.vcvor, that when the. Ameri- 
can poople compared the political ojiinions of the 
leadini^ men of that State with tlie |ndilical opinions 
of certain southern politicians, they preferred the latter; 
and, as a con.sct|uence, Viru;ini!i policv and Viru;inia. men 
got the. start, and kept il tor forly-eii-'ht years, with the 
o.xccption of two short porioils of four years each, durinir 
tlie presidencies of tlic elder and vounL'er Adams. y\s a 
consc(iuc.ni:e, Mas.sa.-husetts took the pouts, and lias 
pouted ever since. 'J'hus with New Vork, In 1^.>), the 
ilemocralic p;trty of the south and north took a fancv to 
make a son of New Vork their .standard-bearer. They 
continued him in that office for ciffhf years, though not in 
the olfice of I'residont. fn I'^^lO he was defeated. In 
J'^l f, the politicians of the south had the .■^ame contidonce 
in hiin as formerly, lie had served them marvellou.-iv 
well in his character of "a northern man with ,sonthern 
j>rnu-ip|fs." lint there were tinmistakeal)le siui;iisof a de- 
fection 'from, and a prejudice againsl him, anionu; a por- 
tion of the ma.-^scs of tlu; democratic jKirty livcrywhere— 
north, ,<ouih, east, and west. Deterred hy tliis peroepliou 
ot things from siipporlinu; him in the presidential conven- 
tion ot ISI I, h.'si (lefi;al 'shoulil follow his nomination, 
thi'.y turned their cye.s to the northwest. The northwest- 
ern .Slates had never jnoduced a President; they iiad 
grown into .some importance, and had ^iven a more tlio- 
roui^h sujjporl to certain democratic measures than for- 
merly. The delegates in convention from the southern 
iStales ,ti;aye the northwestern man their support; and 
he would have been nominated, but for a masleriy 
movement on the polilical chess-board. To prevent his 
nomination, the peculiar frienils of the son of New York 
took uj( a snuthern man, (Mr. Polk,) and save liim such 
a vote as developed the fact that h« could he nominated 
if the southern dele<?ates would vote for him. They 
could not do otherwise than vole for him; and he was 
nominated ;ind elected, and will leave a beautiful record, 
otraiige a.'^ il iriay seem, tlie peculiar friends of the son 
of New Vork not only succeeded thus in preventing the 
nomination of a northwestern man, but they had the con- 
Bummaie audacity and mendacity to charsje his defeat to 
the south, and the address to induce even some north- 
western men to believe the charire. In isiS, theson of 
New Vork yet dreameil of a second advent. When,, 
however, the convention succeeded in making a nomina- 
tion without the aid of New Vork, a chaiiixe came over 
him. His southern principles sloirghed ott and he he- 
came an avowed barnburner, thereby adopting a princi- 
ple which, ii' persisted in long, will di.ssolve the demo- 
cratic parly. How funny! One of the fathers of the 
caucus ,<^yslcm and regular nnminalions has become a 
disorganizer, and is ready to haitd/c anywiiere, with 
whigs, abc)litionisls, and renegade democrats, for the 
sake of at last again reposing in th(! While House! ■ 
Verily, "misery makes strange beilfellows !" 
In a good cause political men find no occasion to be 
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inicandid or incon.sislcnt. Voit,bpro. on Ihi.s floor, and 
y;ouf adherents elsewhere, have avowcil your perfect coti- 
lidcncc in the p(»wer of the constitution to guard the Tcr- 
rilfiries from the advent of slav(U"y. Yai you votcagaitisl 
a hill leaving the matter to he controlled "hy the c(mstitu« 
tion, y\gain : you hav(! adoiited as oik! of the article.s of 
your creed, that the soil of tlu; (.'niled States (uighl to bn 
open to the occupancy of any poor man who' wants a 
farm. If you really think so, why did your predece.ssors 
on this lloor in the lii,-<t Crmgress vole iifainsl thegradu- 
alioi\ bill?_ Hah! Again: vom hear every repre-jenia- 
live of the free States dechu'e on this lloor thai he will 
never vole for any law establishing or exteiidiiig slavery 
in or to the Territories, Vou lieaiil the hcuioiiible mem- 
her from Virginiji [,Vlr. Ravi.v] ihe other day call for any 
member from a. free Slate who c(Mild or would, under 
any circumstances, give any such vote : und you know 
thai ho called in vain, Vel you and \our n(twspapor,s at 
homo denounce iill who will not unite in ilistuibing the 
neace of parties and of the Union, by insisting uj»oa the 
\Vilmot Proviso, and who vote accordingly as advocates 
of the "extension of slavery ! !" And, iii" thi; west, every 
political. thinguinderry who, in hoi)es of ofiice, or becau.s'e 
he is secretly an abontionist, lives upon faith in the second 
advent of ihe New Vork dynasty, takes up your song, and 
does hi.s little fjest to produce confusion in lloosierdom. in 
hopes, at least, to ininisler to the sjdeen of him of Kin- 
(lerhook, by defeating the regular nominees, or some of 
their friends, throiigli basely begotten divisions. Vou 
may pass your insincerities and inisrepresentalimis as cur- 
rent upon'the .slaves who, a.s tenants, or operalives, j^ive 
their sulbagcs at your wills; or you may .■successlully 
tish up converts from the hell.s and stcw.s of the Five 
Points; hut, believe me, that, with the evccpiion of secret 
traitors in our midst, and now and then an honest second 
ail vent emigrant from your own Slate, they will ho 
scouted in Indiana, wherever one man has the courage 
and indu.3lry to expose your jdans of disorganization and 
revenge. 

In conclusion, I sum ui> the elements hy whose votes 
the org-.uiizalion of the Territories has tlius far been de- 
fciited, aiul, as I fear, will coiuinue be defeated, al least 
during this session. Those element.^ are as follows: 

Isl. Ail the whig members from the north. 

2d. A part of the whig members from the south. 

:u\. ,\!i the (ILsorganizers, commonly called " barnburn- 
ers,'' including the abolitioni.*,is. 

•llh. A few democrats from the north. 

.All of the<e elements, e.vcepl the last, arc interc.sted, in 
a currtipi political sense, in preventing the organizalion of 
the Territories. The American people are an.xious to see 
those Territories organized, and, if all measures for that 
object fail, they will naturally look to their representa- 
tives here for an e.vplanation. Vou, whose votes have, 
defeated the bill, (except the unfortunate gentlemen of 
the fourth class,) have one common object to achieve— 
the defeat of the nominees of the democratic i'arly. You, 
and the stupid or corrupt presses under your control, will 
all he in a story, or nearly .so. A northern wing will go 
to his represe'nlativc on his reUirn, and the following 
dialogue, in substance, will take place: 

Constituent " Why did you not juiss a law to or- 
ganize the Territories .'" 

Representative. "Ah ! liave you not heard of Cass 
having; become the advocate (not of free agency— no ! 
you will not say that) of slavery, and that the democrats 
ii.xed the bill so as to establish slavery in the Territories, 
and that for thai rea.son the whigs voted against the bill ? 
It i.s even so. Only think of old Ca.ss having turned 
slavery man 1 Some of his own friends got .so ashamed, 
that they voted again.st the bill." 

That will sound well in the north ! ! ! 

A southern whii: coines to his representative, and ask.s 
"How did you faifto organize the Territories.' Hcpre- 
aentative. "Why, my dear sir, ,john C. Caliiouiiand Atch- 
ison of Missouri sold us to tlie north. Tiiey agreed to 
a hill which would forever have excluded us t'lorn the 
'I'i'rrilorics, by excluding slavi- y tiurcuo.ri, aud wo cOUid 
do iio utih:r than vote ugamac ii." 



Tliat .loiiivls very wcW iti llm south ! 1 ! 

A Imnibiinier (li.^(;i|»lf! will 150 lo his i'C|»rc.scntativc, 
and they di.scour.so us follows; 

Cunstitaent. " Why did you not or??aMi/e the Terri- 
tories? 

Rcpmnntntivc. "Why, iny diiiir sir, CiiP» sold hiinfell' 
to the slaVL'ociiicy for the noiriiiiiitioii, and old Dickinson, 
to carry out tho harfjam, i;ot a hill to o.vtoiid slavtM-y 
into the Ti'rrilorit'S ; and you know I could not i?o that." 

(iroat powers! .Suc-h art; llu! political (donjunts wliich 
delVatcd a IxMii'^n nicasuru of s^reat necossily to tin; pr()- 
toction of tiu! 'IVrritories and tht-ir inhabitants, ami admi- 
rably calculated to socuri'. individual ami public risrhts, 
and to prt'sorve parties and the country from ilisunion. 
Why, i;ei\tlcmen, if ynu can, by a union of your |topu- 
lar votes, (not merelj'iidiilterous, but verily sodomitical,) 
filed a Presiilent and yourselves, and yuu'r adln'renls to 
this ami the other House, in the proportion in which you 
now respectively flourish here, you would not liave suHi- 
cieiit unity of purpose and community of principle lo de- 
vi.'?e 11 policy eijual to the control o. ilie political and niu- 
riicipal iwicessities of a ncs^ro quarter or hoi^-yard ! Vou 
auree in hut two thiny;s: you all desire power, and you 
all hate Cass and liutlcr. 



NoTK.— Ill writinif out liis ^pi'iTtli, Mr, Wick ovorlookod 
two or llo'cc points ami (;xi)lnii;itioiis dLstiuutly niiulc in iIl'- 
liveriiijf ilu; saiiiu. 

Ist. Ili^ \itis iilw.'iy.T' tnkt.Mi i;roiiu(l tu'i'itHt tlic cmistitn- 
tioritility of idiy !ic;t of (jDngre^s r<'.-tri(!tiiii; tliu k'^isliitivu 
action of tlift 'IV'rniKrics in rtii'iM'inKH': to niatiors i'on(,'ernin;,{ 
wliicli the SiiitcH are sovoroiyji ami imluiuMaloat ol' ilu; ucn- 
oiiil i.',overniiiL'nt. 



'id, If|ion tlii-i Kround lie has ever voted uf^ninst linih the 
"Wjliiiot provi.so" and tlio "iMi.'<souri ^oln|)^oud^•e." 

lid. Yut wliiMi tlie "Wiliiiol provi.so," in sulj'lioioe, wntt 
iiist!ried in liio bill or|,'aiiizinif iIk; Ori!?{on Turritory (it^uinst 
liii vote, \\<i nevurtliulesfj voted Ibr tin; l.iili, Ho did «o in 
view of'tlie vury tifeiii iiuct!-s.iity of orgmii/inj; lliiu Terri- 
tory. 

•Itli. He cannot kIvi? anv vote to insert the "Missouri 
eoMi|jronii.su" in any bill (or or<'iini/in(.' any otif 'I'lirritory 
or more; nor ohm Iih voto to ('.on(!ur in iinv iunoiidmunt in- 
sortintrcitlior of those (in his Inindtio opinion) uio.st unoon- 
.sliiHiiiiiiid rt.'i,'uiiUions, or rather liuniiings, buyoiton of soo- 
linnal jciiioMsy, 

ViM il'ii 'i'crriioriiil liiil were on its pasi^a^'* in the House, 
Willi till.' .Mis^^iMiri ooni|>roniisi> in it, he wonld voto for il.s 
im-isti;:!', on lliu tfroiiiul of llio n<'0(.'ssity wliioli hai no law, 
iiiid in ilic liclic'f iliat the resirietion "thus inii)os(.>d is )»i 
■prinri/ili' \vrnn<!;. 

Ill' 1)( litiVfi many of iho-:o who liold to ill ! indt.'piMidiMioo 
of tlio Tcrriiorius )ii(roo wiiii iiim in tliosy viuws, ilion^di lio 
|irofi!;i,-i(;s to s|)i;ak lor noiio bnt liiinsolf, 

lio Ml all limes pridors, to any othor principle of ori.'an. 
i/.in,L,'.T(;rritorit;s, i.lie fn'c li^i'iiri/^ for wiiiidi ho is an iulvo- 
oiiic in jioliiics as in inor;*ls ; and lie yet thinks tho bill 
u'liiidi pas-ifd iho .Scnuto oririiiiiziii;,' thu Torritorios of Cal- 
itbrnia, Oregon, and \c\v iNloxico no Mib^lantial infrinHC!- 
iHi'iit of iluii prinoi|ile. It is an attribute of tlio eonstitntioa 
to restrict. It rt.'stricts .Status as well as Tiirritorics. All are 
.sulijoct ti) it. lieiK'o the .Senate iiill was no invasion of the 
idtiiil fret! at,'ency of tju Territories. 

1'. Mr. Wick (•oiiiiraiiilales bis political friends upon 
the action of the. Ibillalo t Ion volition. A second advtnit of, 
jiiid coalition betwoon, ilii' baolcslidderi biicktailisni of Sew 
\{>rk and Massachusetts federalism, in the pt.-rsons of Mar- 
tin \''an Ibirenand the i,'ramlson of olil .lolm Adams, of ali- 
en and sedition law momory, is a richer event in the iips 
and dusvns o( poiitlctil .lUi^i^lery, than was the allofxed coa- 
liiioii ololilen days, between liie "l-'nritan and lilackleg." 



